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A CELEBRATION OF 
COMMITMENT 

 

Welcome 
We have come together to ask God’s blessing on Jay 
and Marion, to witness their union and to offer them 
our love and support. I ask you now to pray for 
them; and not just to pray today, or only in this 
place, but to pray in your hearts continually and over 
the years. 
 
Life together involves caring and giving. It involves 
learning to share one’s self with another person, 
forgiving as Christ forgives; enjoying the love and 
meaning which can be found together. It involves 
facing together whatever adversity may arise. 
 
Here before God, Jay and Marion wish to pledge their 
love for each other and their desire to spend their 
lives together. 
 
Hymn 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
I ever with thee and thou with me Lord; 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
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Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise,  
thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 
 
High King of heaven when battle is done,  
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.   
 
  
The minister says to the couple: 
Jay and Marion, we welcome you. 
We are glad to join with you in the celebration of 
your union, 
to witness your vows, and to wish you joy. 
 
Pray that God will uphold and cheer your life 
together, 
that your promises be honoured, 
and your words true  
now and in the time to come. 
 
The minister and the people say together: 
God of love, we thank you for the gift of unity 
and for the joys it brings. 
Bless us as we share in this service. 
We thank you for the love which has brought 
Marion and Jay to each other and for their 
desire to share that love for the rest of their 
lives. Amen 
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The Declarations 
N, do you love and trust N and want to be her 
partner? 
 
I do. 
 
Will you stand by her no matter what happens, 
respecting her as a person, understanding her needs 
and enjoying her love until death parts you? 
 
I will. 
 
Affirmation 
Will you, their friends and family, do all in your power 
to support this couple now, and in the years ahead? 
 
We  will. 
 
The Vows 
 N, I take you to be my partner, 
to be with you whatever happens to us. 
in prosperity and in hardship 
in health and in sickness 
in sorrow and in joy.  
I will love, protect and serve you. 
This I vow before God. 
 
Your people shall be my people. 
Your God shall be my God. 
Where you go I will go, as long as we live. 
 
The Rings 
Eternal God, bless these rings as symbols of love and 
trust between Jay and Marion. 
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This ring is a token of my faithfulness and love 
and a symbol that all I have I share with you. 
 
I accept this ring as a symbol of our one life together. 
 
The Pronouncement 
God so join you together that nothing shall ever part 
you. 
 
God’s Guidance and Blessing 
Marion and Jay you have committed yourselves to 
one another in love, joy and tenderness. 
Become one. 
Fulfil your promises. 
And may God’s grace be with you forever. Amen. 
 
Marion and Jay kneel before the minister. 
The power of God keep you, 
the love of God be in your life and work together, 
the grace of God strengthen your love that it may 
endure… 
 
The Song of Songs 2:10-13; 8:6-7 
My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear 
on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the 
voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land. The fig 
tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away.’ 
 
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon 
your arm; for love is as strong as death, passion 
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fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a 
raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can floods drown it. If one offered for love all 
the wealth of one’s house, it would be utterly 
scorned. 
 
Hymn 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into ev’ry troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit, 
let us find thy promised rest. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav’n we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise.  
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“The mirror of charity” by Aelred of Rievaulx 
It is such a great joy to have the consolation of 
someone’s affection, someone to whom one is deeply 
united by the bonds of love; someone in whom our 
weary spirit may find rest, and to whom we may pour 
out our soul, someone whose conversation is as 
sweet as a song in the tedium of daily life. Such a 
friend will be a refuge to creep into when the world is 
too much for us; someone to whom we can confide 
all our thoughts. Their presence is a gift, a comforting 
kiss that heals the sickness of our preoccupied 
hearts. A friend will weep with us when we are 
troubled, and rejoice with us when we are happy. A 
friend will always be on hand to consult in times of 
uncertainty. 
 
In fact, we are so deeply bonded to our friends in our 
hearts that even when they are far away, we feel 
united in spirit, together and yet alone. The world 
may fall asleep all round you, but you will experience 
your soul at rest, embraced by a profound peace. 
Your two hearts will lie quiet together, united as if 
they were one, as the grace of the Holy Spirit flows 
over you both. 
 
 
Address 
 
 
Hymn 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 
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We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow trav’llers on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too. 
 
The Prayers 
(Lighted candles are distributed and held as a sign of 
prayer.) 
Loving Spirit, grant to Jay and Marion, that in giving 
and forgiving they may receive from each other 
lasting joy. 
For where there is kindness and love, God is 
found. 
We sing: Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
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Grant that they may always take delight in each 
other, and remain the other’s heart’s desire. 
Unite them within your love . 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
 
May they reach such trust and confidence in each 
other as shall keep them from unnecessary distress. 
May they find courage to meet the heartaches, 
disappointments and agonies life can bring. 
Be their rock, their fortress, for they put their 
trust in you. 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
 
May the hospitality of their home reach out to 
neighbour, family and friend as a sharing of your 
love. 
Let their table be your table and may all find a 
welcome there. 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
 
Help them to look beyond their own family and their 
own concerns to see the world, suffering and 
struggling, the world you have given us to share with 
one another. 
Open their eyes and their hearts. 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
 
Give them grace to accept that they are mortal, to 
face the possibility of death and the separation it 
must bring. 
Be their resurrection and their life. 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
  
The couple light the third candle and say together: 
God of tenderness and strength, 
you have brought our paths together 
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and led us to this day; 
go with us now as we travel through good times, 
through trouble or through change. 
Bless our home, our partings and our meetings. 
Make us worthy of each other’s best, 
and tender with each other’s dreams, 
trusting in your love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
We say together: 
Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo through the 
universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the 
peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings!  
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, 
forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is 
love, 
now and forever. Amen  
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Hymn 
We are marching in the light of God 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, 
oh, we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, 
oh, we are marching in the light of God. 
 
We are moving in the power of God, 
we are moving in the power of God. 
We are moving in the power of God, 
we are moving in the power of God. 
We are moving, 
oh, we are moving in the power of God. 
We are moving, 
oh, we are moving in the power of God. 
 
We are living in the love of God, 
we are living in the love of God. 
We are living in the love of God, 
we are living in the love of God. 
We are living, 
oh, we are living in the love of God. 
We are living, 
oh, we are living in the love of God. 
 
The Dismissal 
We say together: 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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We would like to thank all our friends who have 
contributed in so many ways to make this day 
possible. Particular thanks to the Frenchay Friends for 
their hospitality 
 
 
Liturgy written by Revd Marion Clutterbuck: 
mcdeanridge@icloud.com  


