
 
 
 

 

 
A Service of Prayers  

Following the Civil Partnership of 
 

N & N 
 

 

 

Saturday 6th May 2017 
 

4.30pm 

  

WELCOME TO PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 
 
 

Encountering God through transformative worship, challenging 
discipleship, generous hospitality and prayerful engagement. 

 
For centuries Portsmouth Cathedral, the Cathedral of the Sea, has 

watched, listened and helped the people of Portsmouth navigate the 
passage of time. It has witnessed wars and peace, famous marriages, been 

bombed and rebuilt and remains a building of greatness and simple 
enduring beauty. More than this it is a vibrant and lively community which 
has a positive impact on the lives of people in its own parish, the City and 

the Diocese of Portsmouth. 
 

Portsmouth Cathedral is a distinctively spiritual and prayerful space, into 
which everyone is welcome to come; a Christian community committed 

to promoting social justice, equality and compassion.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________  
 

 
It is requested please that there be no photography or any recording 
during the service (as this contravenes copyright and performing rights 
legislation) and that no confetti be thrown in the Cathedral grounds 
afterwards.  There will be a retiring collection in aid of the Cathedral – UK 
taxpayers are invited to make their donation via the Gift Aid envelopes 
provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
Please stand as N and N enter the Quire. 
 
 Arrival of the Queen of Sheba – George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 
The Dean of Portsmouth welcomes everyone and introduces the service.  
 

Brothers and sisters, we meet here in the presence of God to 
celebrate and affirm the commitment of N and N to each other. May 
they, through the assistance of the Holy Spirit, commit themselves 
today to each other; promising to live together in love, faithfulness, 
trust, and forgiveness. While they make this solemn covenant we 
remember that our Saviour Jesus Christ shows us the path of 
courage and selfless love and we ask God’s blessing on their lives. 
We join in rejoicing with them and offer them support with our love 
and prayers. Let us hold them in our hearts as we commit their lives 
to the love and grace of God. 

 
 
HYMN 

 
How shall I sing that majesty 

  which angels do admire? 
  Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
  sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
  Thousands of thousands stand around 
  thy throne, O God most high; 
  ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
  thy praise; but who am I? 
 
  Thy brightness unto them appears, 
  whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
  a sound of God comes to my ears, 
  but they behold thy face. 
  They sing because thou are their Sun; 
  Lord, send a beam on me; 
  for where heaven is but once begun 
  there alleluias be. 
 



  Enlighten with faith’s light my heart, 
  inflame it with love’s fire; 
  then shall I sing and bear a part 
  with that celestial choir. 
  I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
  with all my fire and light; 
  yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
  Lord, treasure up my mite. 
 
  How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
  which doth all beings keep! 
  Thy knowledge is the only line 
  to sound so vast a deep. 
  Thou art a sea without a shore, 
  a sun without a sphere; 
  thy time is now and evermore, 
  thy place is everywhere. 

Words: J. Mason (c.1645-1694) 
Tune: COE FEN 

 
Please sit. 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 
 

N and N is it your intention to enter into a solemn covenant with 
each other in love and trust? 
It is. 

 

Do you believe God has called you to live together in love? 
We do. 

 

Do you promise to be loyal to each other, remaining strong against 
all which may test your partnership? 
We do. 

 

Will you give yourselves wholeheartedly and without reservation? 
We will. 

 

Will you, under God, recognise one another’s freedom to grow as 
individuals, and give each other time and space to do so? 
We will. 

 

Will you give each other the opportunity for your love to grow and 
deepen as a couple? 
We will. 

 

Will you do all in your power to make your life together a witness 
to the love of God in the world? 
We will. 

 

Will you be generous to each other’s weaknesses and a foundation 
for each others’ strengths? Will you be there as an encouragement 
for one another; a companion in joy and a comfort in times of 
trouble? 
We will. 

 

Do you offer your lives together for God’s blessing? 
We do. 

 
All stand. 
 
The Dean addresses the congregation. 
 

Will you, the families and friends of N and N, continue to 
support and uphold them now and in the years to come? 

All We will. 
 
All sit. 
 
READING 

 

Colossians 3.12-17 read by Kitty Price. 
 

As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
 

ADDRESS 
 

The Very Reverend David Brindley, Dean of Portsmouth 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 

O nata lux de lumine, 
Jesu redemptor saeculi, 
Dignare clemens supplicum 
Laudes precesque sumere. 
 

Qui carne quondam contegi 
Dignatus es pro perditis, 
Nos membra confer effici 
Tui beati corporis. 
 

O Light born of Light, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
with loving-kindness deign to receive 
suppliant praise and prayer. 
 

Thou who deigned to be clothed in flesh 
for the sake of the lost,  
grant us to be members  
of thy blessed body. 

Text: Office hymn at Lauds of the Feast of the Transfiguration 
Music: Morten Lauridsen (b.1943) 

 
All stand. 
 
THE PROMISES 
 

Dean  N and N, the covenant that you have made with one   
 another and that you re-affirm in the presence of God and this  
 congregation is a union in body, mind and spirit. 
  It offers to each of you a life of help, comfort and mutual joy. 
  From the love that you have one of another you are called to 
  serve God and your brothers and sisters in the world. 
 

N  N, I give myself wholly to you,  
 that we may share our love and our life,  
 our wholeness and our brokenness,  
 our joys and our sorrows,  
 our health and our sickness,  
 our successes and our failures  
 and this is my solemn vow. 

 

N  N, I give myself wholly to you,  
that we may share our love and our life,  
our wholeness and our brokenness,  
our joys and our sorrows,  
our health and our sickness,  
our successes and our failures  
and this is my solemn vow. 

THE BLESSING OF RINGS 
 

Dean God in Heaven, by your blessing let these rings be to N and N 
symbols of unending love and faithfulness to remind them of 
the solemn covenant and promise made today to one another 
in front of God. 

All Amen. 
 
All sit. 
 
READING 
 
‘On Love’ by Thomas à Kempis (1379-1471) read by Diane Lawry. 
 

Love is a mighty power, a great and complete good. 
Love alone lightens every burden, and makes rough places smooth. 
It bears every hardship as though it were nothing, and renders all 
bitterness sweet and acceptable. 
Nothing is sweeter than love, 
Nothing stronger, 
Nothing higher, 
Nothing wider, 
Nothing more pleasant, 
Nothing fuller or better in heaven or earth; for love is born of God. 
Love flies, runs and leaps for joy. 
It is free and unrestrained. 
Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all bounds. 
Love feels no burden, takes no account of toil, 
attempts things beyond its strength. 
Love sees nothing as impossible, 
for it feels able to achieve all things. 
It is strange and effective, 
while those who lack love faint and fail. 
Love is not fickle and sentimental, 
nor is it intent on vanities. 
Like a living flame and a burning torch, 
it surges upward and surely surmounts every obstacle. 

 
 
 



CHOIR ANTHEM 
 

In your image I was made, for your majesty in me to be displayed.  
Your intention, your design,  
was that your holy face should be revealed in mine. 
And for this purpose, Lord, you gave your Son to die for me;  
to suffer shame on my behalf upon the cross. 
When I see his sacrifice, how willingly he paid the price,  
all my earthly glories I consider loss. 
I bow down at your feet, and my tongue confesses you are Christ my Lord. 
You restored me, made me whole 
and your loving kindness satisfies my soul. 
You have bought me with your blood. 
You have paid the ransom that I never could. 
And for this purpose, Lord, you raised your Son to life for me. 
Your love for me his Resurrection reaffirms. 
And the good work you’ve begun will perform until your Son,  
in all his heavenly glory to the earth return. 
I bow down at your feet, and my tongue confesses you are Christ my Lord. 
In your power you’re changing me into the person I should be,  
to stand for all eternity before your throne. 
 

   Words: Anthony Green (b.1970) 
   Music: Anthony Green, arr. Leddington Wright 

 
All stand to sing.  
 
HYMN  
 

  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
  to his feet thy tribute bring; 
  ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven 
  who like me his praise should sing? 
  Praise him! Praise him! 
  Praise the everlasting King! 
 

  Praise him for his grace and favour 
  to our fathers in distress; 
  praise him still the same for ever, 
  slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
  Praise him! Praise him! 
  Glorious in his faithfulness!  
 

  Father-like he tends and spares us; 
  well our feeble frame he knows; 
  in his hands he gently bears us, 
  rescues us from all our foes: 
  Praise him! Praise him! 
  Widely as his mercy flows! 
  

  Angels, help us to adore him, 
  ye behold him face to face; 
  sun and moon, bow down before him, 
  dwellers all in time and space: 
  Praise him! Praise him! 
  Praise with us the God of grace! 
 

      Words: H.F. Lyte (1793-1847) 
      Tune: PRAISE MY SOUL 

 
Please sit or kneel. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
  

 

 Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,   
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
All stand. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN  
 

O Lord, my God, when I, in awesome wonder, 
consider all the works thy hand has made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee: 
  how great thou art, how great thou art. 
  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee: 
  how great thou art, how great thou art. 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze… 
 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin… 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart; 
and I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art… 

 

Words: Karl Boberg (1859-1940) tr. Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989) 
Tune: Swedish folk melody (arr. Stuart K. Hine) 

 

 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Dean God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend 

you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

 
  Toccata in G – Theodore Dubois (1837-1924) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us for fizz and cake 
in the Nave of the Cathedral. 
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