
A Service of Prayer for Ruth and Rachel 
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Music as we begin:  Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 

Greeting 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you 

 
and also with you. 
 

Introduction 
We read in the Gospel of the Risen Christ meeting his disciples on the road 
to Emmaus and joining their journey as they walked uncertain and unaware. 
Later, as that same Christ shared their bread, he met them in a moment of 
clarity and truth which helped them to get up and go out into the night. 

Go with us now, companion God, walk with us again, share our journey and 
our questing. Enable us to respect each other’s freedom as we change and 
grow. You have taught us that your love is ever unfolding, that life in you is 
ever becoming and renewing. Let us trust who we are and what we have, 
celebrating each moment now, entrusting ourselves and the outcome of our 
journey to you. 

 

Words from Psalm 127 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.  
Unless the Lord keeps the city, the guard keeps watch in vain. 
 
 

Prayer of Approach 
 
God of new beginnings, 
as we stand with Ruth and Rachel today 
Help them to find in you that which completes them. 
Help them to find in each other a safe place to grow and develop. 
Help them to find in us companions for their journey. 
May they know your love 
and the peace that comes from your presence 
now and always.  
Amen 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin  

to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
 

Reading  
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 
toil. 10For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone 
and falls and does not have another to help. 11Again, if two lie together, they 
keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? 12And though one might 
prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.    (Ecclesiastes 4.9-12) 

 
 
 
 

Plaiting 
 

 
 
Music: Found by the Beloved 

 

Reading  
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13.4-7) 

 
Companion God,  
We pray for Rachel and Ruth,  
that in their walk together 
they may know your presence with them 
and hear your call to continue and deepen their love.  

Amen 
 
Almighty God 
you send your Holy Spirit 
to be the life and light of all your people.  
Open the hearts of these your servants 
to the riches of your grace,  
that they may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace.  
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Reading 
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.   (Romans 8.38-39) 

 

Blessing 
May the God of love, who walks with us in companionship 
and strengthens our hearts and lives,  
call you into a deeper relationship with Christ,  
offer you a new empowering of the Spirit, 
and strengthen you with love 
and the blessing of God Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be on you and remain with you 
and all whom you love and pray for now and always. Amen 
 
 
Music: Bach and Gounod Ave Maria 
 
 
Copyright acknowledgement: 
Readings  ©  1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 
Collect (Advent ) ©  The Archbishops' Council 2004 


